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Bishop Blesses Bridge of Hope Office

Bishop Penrose Hoover visited St. Mark Lutheran Church in Annville, PA this past Sunday for a special church service to bless and dedicate the building occupied by Bridge of Hope, a non-profit that seeks to end and prevent homelessness for single mom’s and children in Lebanon County. 

Bishop Hoover, who is the third bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod, remarked during a sermon that the work of caring for the poor and homeless is especially relevant at this time and is critical to the human sense of hope.  
The service concluded with a processional to the front of the building at 210 E. Main St., where the building was blessed and it was formally dedicated as the Wasson Mission House in honor of Dr. D. DeWitt and Josephine Wasson, whose generous funding made it possible for St. Mark to utilize the space in partnership with Bridge of Hope. A plaque that commemorated the occasion was installed on the building and was revealed during the ceremony.

Ryan Derfler, President of Bridge of Hope’s Board of Directors, was on-hand to thank the member’s of the St. Mark congregation for their mission and vision, and he added, “…it is a distinct honor to have the building where we operate consecrated by a distinguished clergyman such as Bishop Hoover. We are eternally thankful to Pastor John Douglas and the members of St. Mark, and especially the Wasson’s, for their benevolence. This great occasion will certainly invigorate our staff, board, and volunteers as we continue to answer God’s call to help our neighbors.”
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