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Bridge of Hope Lebanon County

To Host Town Hall Forum on Homelessness

Faith-Based Community Service Agency Organizes Public Forum to Discuss Ways to Overcome Homelessness and Poverty through Partnerships with Individuals and Social and Religious Organizations in Lebanon County

ANNVILLE, PA, December 7, 2008 – Bridge of Hope Lebanon County, a faith-based community service organization specializing in preventing and ending homelessness, will be hosting a series of panel discussions by community leaders in an effort to inform and educate the public about the seriousness of homelessness in our community. These presentations will discuss practical policies, ideas, programs, and solutions to help the homeless, especially women with children, to attain to a new way of life. The first town hall meeting will be held at Lebanon Valley College’s Leedy Theater on Thursday, December 11th at 7 p.m. and will feature Senator Mike Folmer, Pastor and Businessman Thom Keller, Hispanic Outreach Advocate Lucy Flecha, Lebanon County Christian Ministries Executive Director Troy Williams, and Intervention Specialist Bevan Allen, serving as panelists.
The purpose of these town hall meetings, according to Bridge of Hope Board President Ryan Derfler, is to call for a new moral will that will merge personal and social responsibility, a commitment to reverse family breakdown, and a more honest assessment of both the individual decisions and social systems that trap people in poverty. Derfler says that “there exists a clear mandate to form new alliances -- a common agenda and a common cause – between social service agencies, private and public institutions, and churches to overcome homelessness and the sources of poverty which bring it about.”

“Bridge of Hope of Lebanon,” Derfler says, “believes that it is possible, even in these economically challenging times, to overcome homelessness, but only if the citizens in our community commit to acting together and be willing to be held accountable to outcomes.
Bridge of Hope Executive Director, Deacon Joseph DeLeon, Ph.D., points out that, “The disproportionate impact of poverty and homelessness on women and minorities is a clear indictment of our society. The errors of cultural institutions in our society represent a tear in our social fabric, and an economic division that threatens not only essence of our democratic freedoms, but also the church’s witness to the gospel. As biblical people, we are being called to be “the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in” (Isaiah 58:12).

“In order to restore the hope of Lebanon County’s poorest families,” Deacon DeLeon says, “it will require nothing less than a complete change of heart. This is a challenge the church and societal leaders should embrace. Bridge of Hope Town Hall Meetings provide one way for the community to embrace this challenge; to covenant with individuals, churches, and social institutions and organizations — in the spirit of shared responsibility – by sharing information, giving support, and committing to the steps necessary to achieve results.” 

For more information on these public forums, made possible by a generous grant from Edward and Jeannie Arnold, interested persons are asked to visit the Bridge of Hope Lebanon website at http://www.bridgeofhopelebanon.org/ where they can sign up to receive a newsletter and timely action alerts, program briefings, and more.

